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SECTION M – EVALUATION FACTORS FOR AWARD, A. Technical, delete this section in its entirety 
and replace it the following: 

A.  Technical  
 

The technical proposal will be evaluated based on the following criteria listed in order of descending 
importance.   

 
1. Offeror’s Technical Responses to the RFP Requirements as Reflected in the Proposal 

              
           Subcriteria are listed in order of descending importance with the exception of 
           subcriteria b. and c. below which are of equal importance. 

 
a.  Sample Task Order Proposals – The sample task order proposals provided by the offeror 
demonstrate a thorough approach, knowledge about the technical processes involved, and the 
understanding of data, tools, and procedures needed to undertake the sample task orders.  The 
sample task order proposals demonstrate a sufficient staffing mix and level of effort to 
adequately complete the work outlined in the task order. All innovative approaches proposed in 
the sample task order are clearly defined. The written technical proposal is thorough and well 
organized to permit a clear understanding of the technical approach offered.  
 
b.  Understanding of the Project – The proposal demonstrates an understanding and familiarity 
with the principles and concepts of highway design, operations, research, development, data, 
deployment, practices, logistics and guidelines  relevant to highway safety and FHWA’s relevant 
safety priority areas.  Similarly, the proposal demonstrates an understanding and familiarity with 
automotive engineering, safety testing, occupant safety, new car assessments, Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standards and other aspects relevant to the NHTSA’s mission to improve vehicle 
and occupant safety.  The proposal also demonstrates an understanding and familiarity with 
issues in physical security, design & deployment of fixed and moveable barrier systems, impact 
testing, and relevant protection standards related to the missions of the DOS. 
 
c.  Application of Results – The proposal demonstrates that the offeror has the ability, 
knowledge, and experience in working with and supporting highway community organizations 
and their programs for the translation of research findings into useable materials. The proposal 
demonstrates that the offeror has experience in generating technical products including crash test 
reports, technical analysis reports, documentation of finite element models, technical summaries, 
presentations involving videos and animations, technical papers, websites, newsletters, and 
training materials. The proposal demonstrates that the offeror has experience working with 
organizations such as Federal, state and local highway authorities, and public and private 
highway and highway safety organizations such as American Traffic Safety Services Association 
(ATSSA), the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), 
the Transportation Research Board (TRB), and the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE). 
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2. Resources Available To Complete the Statement of Work 
Subcriteria are listed in order of descending importance. Subcriteria a. and b. are of equal 
importance. Subcriteria c. and d. are of equal importance. 

 
a.    Education, Experience, and Expertise of  Key Personnel – Key Personnel include the 

Principal Investigator (PI)/Director, Program Managers (PM), and other staff members who 
may lead or play a major role in any Task Area identified under Section C – Statement of 
Work.  The proposal demonstrates that the Key Personnel have education and experience in 
the following areas: highway and vehicle safety, road design, automotive engineering, 
security barriers, evaluation techniques, computer analyses, and related fields. The proposal 
demonstrates that the Key Personnel have specialized expertise in advanced analyses related 
to: crashes between vehicles and other vehicle or roadside hardware using FE models and 
simulation software, evaluation of the interactions of vehicle designs and road features, 
design & design of roadside hardware and barriers, statistical analyses of data, assessment of 
occupant risks, and other technical topics in the context of accepted scientific principles, 
standards of engineering practices, and systems analysis.   

 
b.   Facilities and Capabilities – The proposal demonstrates that the offeror has access to various 

facilities and has the capabilities to effectively use them to undertake reverse engineering, 
impact testing, high-level computer analyses, apply LS Dyna and other sophisticated 
software, manage information resources, and undertake advanced research. 

 
c.    Availability (based on other commitments) of Key Personnel -  The proposal demonstrates 

that the Key Personnel have sufficient availability to successfully complete the work outlined 
in the Statement of Work located under Section C of this document. 

 
d. Knowledge of Agencies, Organizations, and Firms -  The proposal demonstrates that the 

offeror has knowledge of the agencies, organizations, and firms that are involved in safety 
and security efforts associated with the missions of the FHWA, NHTSA, and the DOS and 
the practices and regulations that govern their efforts.  

                    
               3.   Program Management & Information sharing  

              Subcriteria are of equal importance. 
 

a. Innovation – The proposal demonstrates innovative approaches to accomplish contract 
objectives.  

 
b. Program Management Experience – The proposal demonstrates that the offeror has 

experience in managing a multifaceted research endeavor, monitoring efforts necessary to 
analyze, model, simulate, develop and evaluate safety and security topics,  preparing an array 
of technical products, and undertaking effective information sharing programs to advance the 
state-of-the-art and increase the application of improved crash analysis method is critical. In 
addition, the project team is experienced in task and program management for effective 
quality control, timely delivery, and coordination in the use of limited resources. 

c. Information Sharing Experience – The proposal demonstrates that the offeror has experience 
documenting and disseminating research findings to researchers, practitioners, and decision 
makers, through technical reports, technical summaries, education, presentations and 
workshops, and other information sharing programs. The proposal demonstrates that the 
offeror has expertise in disseminating these products through traditional publication channels  
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as well as innovative interactive and on-line media.  The proposal demonstrates that the 
offeror has experience in effectively managing materials, particularly websites and updatable 
materials. 

d. Coordination and Interaction –The proposal demonstrates that the offeror is capable of 
maintaining a high level of communication and interaction with FHWA and other Federal 
agencies and organizations throughout the duration of the award. The proposal clearly 
demonstrates how the tests and analyses can be observed by the FHWA and other 
Government agencies whether in person or by other means.  

 
 
 
All other terms and conditions set forth in this solicitation remain unchanged. 
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